Reunited
after 80

years!

Have you ever spent time investigating your family
tree? There has been an explosion of interest in
people wanting to reconnect with their roots or
with family and friends. If you’ve never looked, try
typing your name in things like Genes Reunited,
Friends Reunited and Ancestry.co.uk – you’ll be
amazed! Why is it so popular? Apart from the
curiosity factor, many are using these internet
tools to reconnect with long lost family or friends.
Corcoran and long-lost brother Muir were
parted for an incredible 80 years! They now want
to spend every day together. ‘Eighty years is a long
time being separated,’ said Muir. ‘It’s sad to think
of all those lost years. I don’t know how to make
up for it.’ Estranged Betty Billadeau and Clifford
Boyson were finally reunited since being placed
in foster care in 65 years before. With the help of
7-year old neighbour Eddie Hanzelin, Clifford found
his sister Betty: ‘Finding Clifford has repaired a
hole in my heart.’ Diane Winters and her daughter
Lisa were separated when she was born in a home
for unwed mums. During the disconnection, Diane
got caught up in a lifestyle that tried to numb
the pain: ‘I had lived a hard life, partly with quiet
excuses that I was filling an empty hole in my
heart, the one left after losing a child. I had tried
to fill that hole with drugs and alcohol and all kinds
of things I was not proud of.’ It ended happily says
Diane: ‘The memory of the day my 28 year old
daughter found me is etched upon my heart like a
rainbow connected to my soul.’
In all these real life stories, there was pain on
both sides during the time of separation. When
Jesus told the story of the Prodigal, this truth
about pain for both parties comes out. Even more
than this, we can see the unreserved love and

outflow of grace from the Father who has been
longing for this time of reconnection with his child.
He still longs for this with every child of His who
has become disconnected from Him or from His
family. Psalm 85 is filled with the beauty of God’s
unfailing love and joyful willingness to revive and
restore those who call out to Him. Jesus said this in
John 15v9: ‘As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Now remain in my love.’
Why not now take 21 days to look further at
the amazing grace of God in ‘The Reconnected
Life 21 Days’ – free online: http://connect4life.
org.uk/reconnected/21-days and available as a
printed booklet via the Order Resources tab.
These pastoral notes are to help you on
the journey back to Father God. If this link
encourages you, please share it with friends.

PRAYER

My Lord and my God – I run to you and praise you
that you’ll never reject me. Thank you for your
compassionate forgiving embrace and that you are
my Father who never fails or forsakes me. I lay down
all my disappointments, failures, painful memories
and excuses – forgive me for Jesus’ sake. Thank you
that you wipe the slate clean and that your mercies
are new every morning, so great is your faithfulness.
I’m going to need the strength of your Holy Spirit
every step on the way of this reconnection process –
please come to me and touch my heart and mind that
I may be truly alive to you. Show me the next steps
and grant me strength for the journey – keep me
walking with you until you bring me home. Words
don’t seem enough to express my thankfulness for a
new start – I love and worship you. Amen
• Church finder – www.findachurch.org.uk
• Need to talk 24/7? – www.groundwire.org.uk/index.
php/connect-menu/chat-now

